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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt critically examine key policy developments for early years – early childhood education and care - in England.  They chart changing attitudes towards early education, the monitoring of children’s development and the training and professionalization of the children’s workforce.  Forrester and Garratt show how the amount of young children’s provision - daycare and education -is inextricably linked to government funding for education and also the impact of shifting employment patterns and women’s involvement in paid employment. They consider various policy initiatives including Every Child Matters and Sure Start. Forrester and Garratt consider historical concerns regarding the nurturance and health of young children which have been superseded by educational priorities which feed into policy agendas for raising standards and improving pupil attainment.  Forrester and Garratt examine the development of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and an early years curriculum.
