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	Details of Research Programme

	Title of research project / thesis:
	Deciding what and where to study: How do BTEC students at an FE College make their HE choices and how does the College shape these decisions?


	Date of Registration:
	07/03/2016

	Period of time that the thesis is to remain confidential:


	12 months

	Please provide a brief statement to support the request for the confidentiality of the thesis: 
Early on in the research process, I was advised by my supervisors to make the thesis confidential (for the reasons outlined below) and so included this in my ethics form and on my participant information sheet. I would like to honour this to the extent to which this is possible within the university system. 

The research is a case study of the local further education college at which I previously worked. The College would potentially be identifiable to those in the local area and also, some of the interviewees could be identifiable due to having unique job titles. I took steps to anonymise both the College and the participants (for example, names of the College/students were changed and staff were identified only by general position – Tutor, A, Business). However, it was important within the research to acknowledge when I was quoting, for example, the Principal or Deputy Principal (both unique job titles) due to their power position within the College. Of those interviewed who had unique job titles, all have either left their post or the job title no longer exists in the same form. Granting confidentiality for my thesis will allow a further year between them leaving/post titles changing and so make it more difficult for people to remember who was in those particular posts at the time, thus further protecting anonymity.
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I am signing on behalf of the supervisory team.  Both supervisors have both since left the University.  I am not able to comment on the advice given, sorry.                                                  Date: 31/01/23


	Date of Approval by Graduate School Committee
	07/02/2023
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