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Projects with Purpose

The challenge of identifying and supporting 
research projects in the workplace

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



@StaffsBMS
#ConnectedPathology
Visit us on Stand 842

Projects with Purpose
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What a project is NOT…
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Just another 
module

A final hurdle 
to jump 

Complicated 
statistics

Something 
to fear
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What a project is…
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Capstone Experience
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Critical Evaluation

Academic WritingInterprofessional

Independence
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Science Science
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Professional 
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Capstone Experience
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Developing and Evidencing Skillset
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Students’ Learning / Development

What are we asking our students to achieve?

Why are we asking it?

How do we assess it?
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Remember

Understand

Apply

Analyse

Evaluate

Create

Recalling facts

Combining information to make a new whole

Judging the value of information or ideas

Breaking information into component parts

Applying concepts 

Understanding concepts
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Barriers and Opportunities

The challenge of identifying and supporting research projects in the workplace
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Barriers and Opportunities
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No projects available

Time and workload

Unsure of requirements

Too ambitious

Too tame

Ethics

Data interpretation 

Service development 

Improvement mindset

Patient outcomes 

Continuing 
Development
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Barriers and Opportunities
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Barriers and Opportunities
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For example: Method Validation

versus
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Established process for method validation.

Commercially available and certified methods.

Capacity for data generation and analysis, but 
challenge in critical evaluation.

So what? 
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Critical Evaluation – thinking outside the box
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Rethinking the Research Project…

Dr Dave Lewis
University of Leeds

“Choosing the right final year research, honours 
or capstone project for you.”
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Rethinking the Research Project…
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For example…

Groups of students (4/5 per group) tasked with generating an infographic based 
upon a live issue faced by their laboratories…

Online meetings, independent research and discussion with laboratory colleagues.

Initial ideas negotiated, consensus achieved and priorities / tasks allocated.

Content creation, review and editing. 
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Purpose and Potential 
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Embed and 
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