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Chapter 1: Introduction: The Development of Education Policy in the Modern Era
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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt critically examine the nature of policy as a form of political ideology and discourse. They raise the question: what is policy? Forrester and Garratt explore the ideas of ‘big-P’ and ‘little-p’ policy and with reference to the evolution of education policy and educational change.  They show how the policy-making process is not necessarily linear or logical, but often the reconciliation of competing ideas and interests, compromises and trade-offs. In reviewing education reforms and restructuring from the late nineteenth century until the present Forrester and Garratt  aim to convey both a sense of conflict and of the contested terrain between the settlements of social democracy (and its ideals) and more traditional, elite notions of education, predating the rise of neoliberalism. Pedagogically, Forrester and Garratt introduce students to the formation and cyclical nature of policy-making and draw attention to the importance of context (social, cultural and historical) in producing a class-based, ideological analysis of policy, politics and curricula.
