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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt critically examine the relationship and tensions between the processes of education and training in the modern economy. They examine how the notion of what counts as relevant and real in educational terms has tended to become conflated with the changing preferences of modern politicians, while simultaneously evolving alongside more radical, structural change in the political economy within a regime of neo-liberalism. Taking an historical perspective, Forrester and Garratt reflect upon the birth of instrumentalism, in particular the academic and vocational divide, the resonance of which has created a legacy for the process of policy formation today. Forrester and Garratt analyse the formation and development of policy since the Great Debate up to the present, charting developments relating to the 14-19 curriculum, Further Education, apprenticeships and vocational education.  They examine various reports and question the extent to which post-compulsory education addresses the economic imperatives.
