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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt provide a genealogical analysis of elementary and primary curricula illustrating changes over time. The consider the focus on the basics - literacy and numeracy - progressive education and the growing emphasis on output and testing which pressurizes schools to focus on performance.  In doing so Forrester and Garratt demonstrate how the curriculum has been a site of conflict whereby, historically, education policy has enabled the shifting of control over curricula content and pedagogy as policy-makers have attempted to address a range of contemporary social, economic and political issues.  Forrester and Garratt critically examine the ‘colonization’ of the primary curriculum and the consequences for teachers’ professionalism.
