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Chapter 9: Globalization and Policy-borrowing
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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt critically examine globalization and its impact on education systems. They identify key differences in the overlapping discourses of globalization, policy-learning and policy-borrowing. Forrester and Garratt draw upon a range of different cases to illuminate instances of policy convergence and divergence and which highlight the tensions and points of resistance that impede the transfer of policy from one context to another. Forrester and Garratt examine how supranational agencies have arisen prominently to operate above and across national boundaries and influence national polices.  Mechanisms, such as the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) survey, provide statistical information enabling politicians and policy-makers to compare different countries' education systems to justify national education reforms and restructuring or provide support for the existing policies.  Forrester and Garratt show that, in spite of the influence of globalization, significant differences remain in the construction of policy between different education systems.  
