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Chapter 2: Education: Improvement or Control?
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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt begin with a provocative question of whether education leads to improvement or social control. They critically examine the aims of education in order to question what our society should be like, and ask what ‘good citizenship’ might entail. Forrester and Garratt present a critical analysis of successive policies for citizenship education in the secondary curriculum in England.  They focus specifically on the absence of ‘race’ and ethnic politics in order to show how citizenship education is formulated in ways that often constrain (as well as enhance) the possibilities for social improvement in and through education, and across the life course. Finally, Forrester and Garratt review the change in emphasis in policy from New Labour to the current Conservative government, and consider how such planned policies and discourses around citizenship and inclusion, participation and community have evolved with implications for the reconfiguration of education in terms of improvement, regulation and control.

