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Abstract
Forrester and Garratt critically examine the ‘economics of education’ and the increasing role of market solutions. In particular, they focus upon the intrusion of economics in state education, which has produced not only a radical reconfiguration of education policy but more recent alignment of education with human capital theory. Against this backdrop, Forrester and Garratt present a set of genealogies of policy discourse in Higher Education, tracing the various moves, continuities and changes in policy-making, where widespread systemic and institutional change has taken place. Forrester and Garratt analyse policy imperatives driven by neoliberalism in Higher Education have led to a radical marketization of the sector, greater emphasis on commercial activity, the commodification of knowledge and creation of so-called university ‘products’. Forrester and Garratt explore policies which include widening participation and access, and student tuition fees and examine the implications in terms of equity within Higher Education.
