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"You will be responsible to the GOC"

Intelligence Management and the security stovepipe in Northern
Ireland, 1968-1974

Cambridge Intelligence History Seminar — 24 Feb 2017

Job Description |

28 August 1969 — NB Not Passed
on to NI Government on orders of
Edward Peck — Chairman of JIC.

r, Cliver Hrlghte

Intelligence reporting arrangements 1969-72

F pssmrorz

7w : Security/Operational Intelligence only.
GOC Sir lan Freeland Taken from, ‘Northern Ireland: background
X 9 ua brief for CGS, Part Ill Annex A, April 1971,
- N DEFE 25/304, TNA.
UKREP Oliver Wright
T T
SLO, Directors of Intelligence, Director and Co-ordinator )
3. The Director of Intelligence was a comparatively new post and there was no established

of Intelligence — All Civil Intelligence agencies
W

* 1966 —SLO MI5- ?

* 1969-70 SLO MI5 - ?

* 1970 —SLO MI5 — David Eastwood

* 1970-October 1972 Director of
Intelligence, MIS - David
Eastwood

 October 1972- 73/74 — Director

and Co-ordinator of Intelligence
MI6, Frederick Allan Rowley.

MC,1922-2014

procedure for how I was supposed to operate. My task was to co-ordinate the intelligence
gathering erforts of the varivus elements of the secunty forces operating in Northern
Ireland at the time. My role was to oversee a department consisting of Security Service
and military officers. [ had to liaise with the police, and in particular the Special Branch
ofth_e Rl.‘iC‘ The people in my department both received intelligence from the RUC and
9btamed intelligence themselves. The intelligence was collated and assessed for inclusion
in repmr-rs thall were then disseminated within Whitehall and the Intelligence community.
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The Intelligence Co-Ordinator —Sir Dick White
* Former head of MI5 (1953-56) and MI6 (1956~
68)

« Came out of Semi-retirement as Intelligence Co-
ordinator under Wilson and Callaghan.

March 1971, Dick White, The Intelligence Co-
ordinator reports to JIC on Northern Ireland.
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March 1971, Dick White, The Intelligence Co-ordinator
reports to JIC on Northern Ireland.

3,  The Report shows that real progress has been made in improving the intelligence
organisation since the last Report in January end it is fair to conclude that the
measures taken by MOD have made a significant contribution to that improvement .
Nevertheless, we have freely admitted (in paragraph 18 on page 10) that there are still
weaknesses in the direction, collection and collation of security intelligence but have
pointed put that the recent posting of a GS0 1 (Int) should effect an early improvement
However, it is important to keep this peint in perspective: the Army's contribution is
probably only about 104 of the total intelligence take - the balance being principally
from RUC SB. Thus, however much we improve our own arrangements, there cannot be a '
oonsequentisl radical improvement in the intelligence situation as a whole. For this
we must lock to the RUC (SBE), as Sir Dick White has olearly indicated in his own
report.

Chief Defence Staff memo on Northern Ireland Intelligence Arrangements April 1971, Ref JIC(A)(71) 23, DEFE 25/304, NA.
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Without CHARGE or TRIAL

GONGENTRATION

Political Vs Security/Operational
Intelligence in Northern Ireland

* SLO was replaced by political reporting from UKREP after 1969
* UKREPs Oliver Wright, Ronnie Burroughs, Harold Smith
« Deputy UKREP from October 1971 was Frank Steele (MI6)

* Advent of Direct Rule continued requirement for political intelligence
* Frank Steele remains advisor and is responsible to Frank Cooper.

« Steele replaced at NIO’s Laneside offices by Michael Oatley and James Allan
(on secondment from MI6 and FCO) in 1973.

Frank Steele (right) in De:

v, early 1970s,
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Secret Intelligence and ‘Parallel
Diplomacy’

RUATRT |0’ BRADAIGH

Complicating the narrative

UK Government

Oatley

Bradley Duddy Rev. Arlow

Expanding the explanation(1970-76)
:

O’Connell

Rev Arlow — Laneside <
1
Drumm /
| Loughran
Duddy |
Barr  Tyrie  Gibson  SSmyth
6 Conaill . | NILP !

Provisional IRA

Peace groups
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* October 1972- 73/74 — Director and Co-ordinator of Intelligence MI6,
Frederick Allan Rowley.

* 1974-75 Director and Co-ordinator of Intelligence, Denis Payne (MI5)

Frederick Allan Rowley, CMG, OBE
MC, 1922-2014




