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Newcastle-under-Lyme is not known as a major pottery 

producing centre today, but pottery has been made here 

for hundreds of years. The district has large deposits of red 

clay, which are still used to make bricks and tiles, and it has 

also been home to innovative potters who introduced new 

working methods, bodies, and styles of pottery making.

 

In the late 1680s two Dutch brothers, John Philip and 

David Elers, set up a pottery at Bradwell Hall to make fine 

red unglazed stoneware tea wares, using the local clay. 

These wares copied the fashionable imported teapots from 

Yixing, China, in form and decoration but were made using 

innovative techniques. 

Rather than forming their pottery on a wheel like their 

contemporaries, the Elers, who were silversmiths, used their 

knowledge of metalwork techniques to shape their wares 

in moulds using liquid clay. The unfired pottery was then 

turned on a lathe before finely detailed decorative motifs 

were added. These techniques were not passed on to local 

workmen, however, and when the Elers left Newcastle in 

1698 it was several decades before they were rediscovered.

In the 1720s a much larger pottery was established at Lower 

Street, Newcastle. The owner, Samuel Bell, made a wide 

range of tea wares, again using local red clays, but glazed 

with lead. Although most were formed on a wheel, some 

more elaborate teapots were moulded, usually with exotic 

animals or Chinese motifs. 

After Bell’s death in 1744 the pottery was briefly let to William 

Steers, who attempted to make porcelain, and then to 

Joseph Wilson. Excavations on the site in the 1960s and 

1970s found sherds of experimental porcelain tea wares, 

imitating Chinese porcelain. These wares, which used white 

clay brought from Devon and Dorset, were not only the first 

porcelain made in Staffordshire but were also the first to be 

decorated with Chinese-style blue painted decoration of 

landscapes or flowers.
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Detail of map from Robert Plot’s The Natural History of Staffordshire  published 1686

At the time of Plot’s map, produced in the 1680s, Newcastle-under-

Lyme was both an important market town and a transport hub where 

five roads met. It was the commercial centre of north Staffordshire 

and remained so until the late 1700s. By contrast, the towns that 

today make up the Potteries were just small villages before the 

middle of the 18th century.

Plot’s map shows the main road heading north from Newcastle. It 

passes just to the west of ‘Bradwall’ (Bradwell) and runs through 

Red Street. Bradwell Hall, shown with an enclosed park, was where 

the Elers brothers’ pottery was in the 1690s. The village of Red 

Street was insignificant in the 17th century but was home to several 

potteries, brick, and tile works in the late 1700s and early 1800s.

While pottery-making went on to become a major industry in the 

neighbouring Six Towns, in Newcastle it was always a small-scale 

undertaking, although the first porcelain made in Staffordshire was 

produced here, in Lower Street, in the 1740s.
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Curated works, Newcastle-u-Lyme
ceramics, c.1690- 1750



Simply scan the QR codes using your smartphone for virtual  access to some of 

the exhibits on display, and other related objects within Brampton Museum and Art 

Gallery’s collections             

Jug, experimental porcelain painted in cobalt blue 

under the glaze with Chinese-style flowers 

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.54 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Exhibit 1 (cube display) 

Red stoneware teapot with applied decoration 

John Philip & David Elers, Bradwell Hall, c. 1690s
NM1994.17, Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Exhibit 1 (main display)

Mustard pot, experimental porcelain, painted in cobalt blue 

under the glaze with Chinese-style flowers 

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.7 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Exhibit 5 (main display)

Tankard, experimental porcelain, painted in cobalt blue under  the 

glaze with a Chinese landscape of rocks and trees 

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.14 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Exhibit 6 (main display)

Teapot, experimental porcelain, decorated with metallic 

oxides under the glaze 

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.41 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Exhibit 7 (main display)

Jug, experimental porcelain, painted in cobalt blue under the 

glaze with Chinese-style flowers 

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.38 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Jug, experimental porcelain, painted in cobalt blue under the 

glaze with Chinese-style flowers 

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.36 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Teapot, experimental porcelain, painted in cobalt blue under the  

glaze with a Chinese landscape design

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.4 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Teapot, experimental porcelain, painted in underglaze blue with 

a Chinese landscape design

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.187 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Teapot, experimental porcelain

Lower Street, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 1746-1754

NM:2006.98.95 (R) Brampton Museum & Art Gallery, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Project co-ordinated by Professor Neil Brownsword with former and current 

digital visualisation staff at Staffordshire University including Tom Vine, 

David Edwards, Richard Harper and Jan Korenko

Acquired with assistance from the V&A Purchase Grant Fund and the Art Fund
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Digitisation of historic objects to engage broader audience interaction via QR code mobile phone access  

Red stoneware teapot with silver gilt cover. Made at the pottery of John and David Elers, c.1691-1698 
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/red-stoneware-teapot-made-by-elers-brothers-
b440a822c6fc4554b853bd4bf6992c92 

https://sketchfab.com/Bramptonmuseum total hits 1600 

https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/red-stoneware-teapot-made-by-elers-brothers-b440a822c6fc4554b853bd4bf6992c92
https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/red-stoneware-teapot-made-by-elers-brothers-b440a822c6fc4554b853bd4bf6992c92
https://sketchfab.com/Bramptonmuseum
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Chinoiserie Landscape Disrupted, tapestry, wool, cotton and acrylic, 2023
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Chinoiserie Landscape Disrupted, tapestry, wool, cotton and acrylic, detail. 2023



Obsolescence and Renewal (1 & 2), tapestry, wool, cotton and acrylic, 2023

  



Obsolescence and Renewal (1), tapestry, wool, cotton and acrylic, 2023

  



Obsolescence and Renewal (2), tapestry, wool, cotton and acrylic, 2023

  



Obsolescence and Renewal (1), tapestry, wool, cotton and acrylic, 2023

  



Use Value Abstracted, Giclée print, 2023 



White salt-glazed stoneware, Staffordshire c.1760 loan courtesy of the Potteries Museum and Art Gallery 



Obfuscation Series, multi-pass Giclée print, 2023



Obfuscation Series, 
multi-pass Giclée print, 2023 



Obfuscation Series, detail 



Obfuscation Series (1 and 2), multi-pass Giclée print, 2023



Obfuscation Series (1), multi-pass Giclée print, 2023



Ghost (1), Bone China, 2023



Ghost (2), Bone China, 2023



Simulacrum, 3D resin print, detail, 2023 



Simulacrum, 3D resin print, detail, 2023 



Simulacrum, 3D resin print, 2023 



Samuel Bell Simulacrum, 3D PLA print, 2023 



Samuel Bell Simulacrum, 3D PLA print, 2023 



Samuel Bell Simulacrum, 3D PLA print, 2023 



Samuel Bell Simulacrum, 3D PLA print, 2023 



Samuel Bell Simulacrum, 3D PLA print, 2023 



Tile designs for BCB fund raising 
in collaboration with Johnson Tiles 
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Tile designs for BCB fund raising 
in collaboration with Johnson Tiles 



Tile design for BCB fund raising in 
collaboration with Johnson Tiles 

Obsolescence and Renewal 2023
Collaboration with Johnson Tiles
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