
The Artist and The City



Bill and Hayley attending a Breakfast meeting with the Law 
Society of Japan and The British Embassy Tokyo, April 2024.





Horse and Rider, Elisabeth Frink (1975) 



Derek Jarman – The Garden (1990)
Artists in Place: The Place as a muse - Dungeness



Derek Jarman’s Garden – An Act of hope and defiance



Graduating from BA hons Fine Art,
Staffordshire University, 2000



Indefinable City Exhibition, AirSpace gallery curated in 2007:
11 artists exploring the relationship between the city and the 
individual



Lifecycle of a Terraced House, 2007.



Being artistic in the city – 
go into the potteries





In September, a Staffordshire Hilltop
George Cartlidge (1868–1961)



David Bethell responsive artworks and George Cartlidge Sketchbooks displayed 
together.



Collection Artist: Fire Ring Series No. 15 
(acquired in 1990) Terry Shave

Trentham Hall, John Constable (1801)



Grete Marks and Carla Wright 





Grete Marks 



Grete Marks designing for Foley China 
Pottery, Stoke 1937-1940





Jean Milton, 
PMAG, 2017
By Steph Rushton



Reiko Kaneko,
Ceramic Studio,
Steph Rushton 



Charis Jones,
Etruria Forge, 2017 
by Steph Rushton



Rita Floyd,
Rita’s Kitchen, 2017
By Steph Rushton



Shows I have curated with AirSpace Gallery since 2007: an opportunity to explore the 

role of art and artists in the city, which inform the artistic practice side of my work



Action research process: 
piloting to build 
confidence and 
assemble your 
collaborators



Hanley Greyhound Track, 2012 – 2018







Brownfield Ikebana: started to research during residency in the 

Mountains of Nara, Japan 2012



Returned to the City to look at 3 largest Brownfield Sites within the city centre:

The ABC Cinema Site, Abbatoir and Greyhound Track sites



Brownfield Ikebana Workshops, 2012



Brownfield Ikebana created by 

workshop participants.



Birder’s Paradise, 2014









The Spode Rose Garden







Rita Floyd’s Ceramic Rose, 2013



• Gareth Fryer’s Living Rose



Spode Rose Garden Initial Design: celebrating Spode Patterns and Heritage





The Garden is a living artwork: we now host 

Regular community events: The Sunflower Party to celebrate 

the longest day of the year

Sun up to sun down raku firing



RHS Tatton Blooming Border 2017:

Spreading the word about the work and 

the methods outside of the city:

Every plant and feature returned to the 

garden – nothing was wasted







Kidsgrove Nature Recovery Walks, Winter and Simmer.



The LNRS and Nature Recovery walks with 
Canal and River Trust and Appetite



Canalside 
Arcana 
Public Art Trail,
May 25





The role of the artist in society:
Buying a £1 house: what if we work where we live?





The Portland Inn Project has become more 
than a building development project:

It is a catalyst to repair a sense of 
community – to build skills, agency and 
long term sustainability

But importantly from the start to build 
confidence and trust



Raising The Roof, 2018:

Asset Transfer Agreed from 
Stoke City Council and a 
process to continue to build 
confidence in the Community 
around what we can achieve 
together – Community Co-
Build tested





How do people get involved in decision making?

The Portland Inn Project Community Decision Making Panel meal meetings, 2018 to present





This work is part of our 100 Year Plan to improve the Neighbourhood; Billboard Campaign – collaboration between The 
Portland Inn Project and photographer Felicity Crawshaw, 2023.









Thank you for listening.
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