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Soils provide the fertile ground from which 
all terrestrial life springs, and play a key role 
in storing carbon, which circulates in dynamic 
exchange between air, trees, mycorrhizal net-
works, soil, soil organisms and water. 

Healthy soils sequester carbon, but where soils 
are degraded, of poor quality or eroded they re-
lease it into the atmosphere. Despite being the 
very foundation of our civilisation and a crucial 
tool in tackling the climate crisis, soils are 
hidden from view in forests and suffer from 
serious neglect. 

The greatest impacts of forestry on soils occur 
by physical disturbance during drainage, planting 
and harvesting, with risks of soil erosion, com-
paction, nutrient removal and soil water changes. 
Soils can be vulnerable to erosion where they are 
on steep slopes, when vegetation is removed leav-
ing soil exposed and when compaction causes in-
creased surface runoff.

The Soil Association. 2022





“While A.I can support these activities, 
actual topsoil production involves 
natural processes like weathering of 
rocks, organic matter decomposition, 
and microbial activity, which cannot be 
replicated by technology alone”.
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Made in respectful collaboration with elements from 
the Forest, and Forestry Commission archival material.

Processes have included digital photography, silver nitrate 
chromatographs and generative a.i. These processes reflect 

the complex and implicated nature of cultural production in 
a time of ecological crisis.
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